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At its core Seachange was built 
to be an active adult community, 
inspired by villages in Florida - 
the retirement capital of the USA.

Our goal was to create a platform 
where people can interact 
meaningfully at a number of 
levels encompassing the mind, 
body and soul.

Five years on and this platform 
at Seachange has made it one of 
Australia’s premier active adult 
communities for over 50’s. The 
people who live in this community 
deliver our ‘vision’ that makes it 
successful.

It’s people that make 
organisations great and for me 

that was no more evident than 
seeing how the social committee 
and their support team of over 
one hundred volunteers regularly 
host events such as the Art and 
Craft Exhibition that makes 
an active adult community the 
antithesis of a retirement village.

Life really begins at 50!

 � Residents shine at the annual Seachange Art & 
Craft Exhibition

 � New residents tell how the decision to move to 
Seachange was an easy one

 � Resident recommendations generate strong family 
response

 � Seachange residents love their home’s view over 
the community’s enormous 69ha ‘backyard’
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Floodlit Tennis Courts

5-Star Country Club
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Managing 

Director
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Quite a turnout at the Arts & Craft Expo

I recently attended the Seachange Art and Craft Exhibition and was 
privileged to witness our community at work – what a wonderful 
experience it was.



Baby Boomers are driving a surge 
in demand for Over 50’s housing 
on the Gold Coast attracted by 
the sunny climate and outdoor 
lifestyle. 

Matthew Gross, head of National 
Property Research, says that 
these Over 50’s Villages are 
popular because they offer Baby 
Boomers a haven where the 
amenity is far superior to where 
they used to live. Baby Boomers 
are searching for something that 
will take them away from the 
typical suburban destination. 

Choosing where you live can 
provide you with piece of mind 
around security, amenity and 
access to transport and local 
services; choosing how you live 
is a concept that encompasses 
the mental, social and physical 
wellbeing of people and 
communities. 

The Australian Institute of Health 
and Welfare report recognises 
that the key factors that influence 
older Australians’ ability to 
maintain good health is adequate 
and safe housing and a physical 
environment that facilitates 
independence and mobility.

Active older Australians are less 
likely to leave the workforce for 
health reasons; they remain a 
contributor to society and are 

Phil Goodman 
Development 

Manager

more likely to enjoy retirement 
when they finally take it with 
fewer health care needs, less 
chronic diseases and disability.

Seachange provides purchasers 
the opportunity to downsize and 
remove the burden of home, and 
become part of an active, adult 
community that offers them a 
lifestyle that adds to their health 
and wellbeing. 

Why not drop in and ask our 
residents why they love how 
they live?

I am Robert Eyears, the new 
Community Manager at 
Seachange Village.

Since starting work here, I have 
enjoyed meeting and getting to 
know each of the residents and 
their families. They have made 
me feel so welcome. One thing I 
really enjoy is finding out each 
of their life stories, which they 
enjoy sharing. I am very proud 
to be part of Seachange Village 
Arundel and always look forward 

to introducing myself to new 
residents coming into the village.

I have vast experience in the 
operation and management of 
large strata buildings, from 80 
to over 600 apartments, resorts 
and hospitality venues and am 
extremely well equipped to meet 
the needs of the ever-expanding 
Seachange community.

In recognition of the growth of 
the community, a new position 

has been created, 
with Susan Acott 
appointed Assistant 
to the Community 
Manager. Susan 
comes from a strong 
property management 
background. 

There is never a 
“normal day” working 
in this industry. One 
thing I can say with 

certainty is that there is always 
a learning day! We all set out 
to achieve many things, but 
that changes when you need to 
assist with residents, families, 
staff and any maintenance 
emergencies. At the end of the 
day the community’s needs are 
my priority everything else takes 
second place.

I have enjoyed looking at what I 
can do to help enhance the life of 
the residents within our village, 
building rapport with them and 
ensuring they feel that they are 
being heard. Potential residents 
and their families are always a joy 
to meet and I take great pride in 
showing them our village. There 
is never a dull moment and every 
day is a new adventure!

Over 50. Why 
how you live is 
important

Welcome from the new Community 
Manager at Seachange Village.

Robert and his Assistant Susan Acott

Robert Eyears 
Community 

Manager



The annual Art and Craft 
Exhibition held in August 
was bigger and better this 
year, following on from last 
year’s roaring success.

The Exhibition and cocktail party featured 
17 categories showcasing the original work 
of Seachange residents.

“This is one of our major and most popular 
events for the year,” said Brian Dawson, 
Social Club Coordinator. “With our own 
art room, sewing room and workshop, all 
located in the Country Club, residents are 
very active producing an incredible array 
of high quality art and craft work.” 

Gold Coast artistic identities 
conducted the judging, 
including well-known, local 
painter, Velia Newman.

Painting categories 
included acrylic, oil, water 
colour, pastel, drawing, 
charcoal, and pen and ink. 
Craft categories included 
cross stitch and tapestry, 
quilts and appliqué, knitting, 
crochet and weaving, cards, 
jewellery, and turned and 
handcrafted wood work 

Residents  
shine  

 -  AT T H E  A N N UA L -  

Seachange Art &  
Craft Exhibition

Seachange resident, Jill Henderson, was 
awarded the coveted “Overall Outstanding 
Show Entry – Neil Johnson Perpetual Award” 
and also “Best Craft Work” for her cross stitch 
“Factual Clock”. The Neil Johnson Perpetual 
award was dedicated to late Seachange 
resident, Neil Johnson, who developed a love 
of art during his time at Seachange. Neil’s 
widow, Lyn Johnson, was on hand to 
present the award, resulting in barely a dry 
eye in the house.

Other award winners for the evening 
included Stephen Hinchy for his 
handcrafted wooden rocking horse and 
Mary Tyquin for her painting, “Autumn 
Leaves”. The “People’s Choice” award went 
to Janice Tomsett for her lovely water 
colour.

The exhibition is another example of 
how Seachange residents are actively 
involved in both their own community and 
also the broader community. Proceeds from 
the exhibition were donated to Gold Coast 
homeless charity, Rosies.



“Gold Coast artistic identities 
conducted the judging, 
including well-known, local 
painter, Velia Newman.”



“We both still work in our own business and had 
a big family home on Brisbane’s south side. Most 
of our free time was taken up with gardening and 
maintenance, leaving very little time for social 
activities,” Caroline said.

“After looking at many over 50’s villages in South 
East Queensland, we chose Seachange. The 
beautiful, well equipped Country Club and very 
active residents’ social committee sealed our 
decision,” she said. The convenient location of 
Seachange is a bonus and we love our new home.”

The first major event Peter and Caroline attended 
was the recent Seachange Art and Craft Exhibition. 

“We really enjoyed the Exhibition and having 
the opportunity to meet other residents 

and strengthen the new friendships 
we have already made in only three 

weeks,” said Caroline.

While Peter and Caroline 
settle in to their new home, 

they are busy deciding 

what activities to join in with and what shows 
and events to attend. Regular activities available 
include yoga, tai chi, line dancing, Zumba, 
bridge, scrabble, mahjong, outdoor and indoor 
bowls, billiards, tennis, sewing, painting, wood 
working, gardening, swimming…not to mention 
the many special interest groups and also classes 
conducted by the University of the Third Age in 
the Seachange Country Club.

“I have a special interest in computers and 
IT,” said Peter. “I mentioned this to some 
new friends and we have already 
received interest from 40 residents 
in forming a computer and 
technology group”. 

Making the Move
The decision to move to an over 50’s 
active lifestyle resort was an 
easy one for Peter and Caroline 
Townsend, new residents at 
Seachange Village, Arundel.

“The beautiful, well equipped 
Country Club and very active 
resident’s social committee 
sealed our decision”

Our 5-Star Country Club



Resident recommendations  
generate strong family response
Residents at Seachange Village enjoy the vibrant 
lifestyle so much they actively encourage their 
family and friends to join them, with over 200 sales 
enquiries generated by resident referrals.

The Village is renowned for its strong sense of 
community and vibrant lifestyle and has a vast 
calendar of activities and events available at its 
5 star Country Club. Residents boast of the new 
friends they make and the number of great, like-
minded individuals who live in the community.

Resident, Jennifer Shepherd, said she and her 
husband Paul loved living at Seachange so much 
that they persuaded her parents to also make 
the move.

Harold and Annette McLean moved in January 
from northern NSW to their new home at 
Seachange.

“We knew straight away that Seachange would suit 
my parents,” Jennifer said. “They had previously 
lived in a retirement village, then moved to a 
suburban home and found they missed the lifestyle 
and community. They both play bowls and Mum 
also plays tennis and loves line dancing.”

“The main motivators for the move to Seachange 
included security, the compact design of their 
new home, access to shops and the medical centre 
across the road and being five minutes drive to the 
new Gold Coast Hospital. Being also able to live 

with family and friends in a community of like-
minded people was an added bonus. Coincidentally, 
they also found some past acquaintances lived 
here,” she said.

“Baby boomers understand how living within 
a community like Seachange will nourish 
the mind, body and soul to extend their life,” 
Seachange Village Arundel Project Director, Phil 
Goodman, said.

“They also understand that downsizing their home 
at an earlier age will enable them to reduce the 
burden of traditional home ownership.”

“Over 200 sales enquiries have 
been generated by resident 
referrals alone.”

L-R: Paul Shepherd, Harold & Annette 
McLean with daughter, Jennifer Shepherd



Local Councillor fights for better wetlands for residents
William Owen-Jones, Division 
2 Councillor, City of Gold 
Coast, has gone out of his way 
to ensure local residents have 
been consulted on plans for 
the Coombabah Lakelands 
Conservation Area. Over the past 
two years he has held regular 
‘Street Meets’ with residents 
and conducted community 
consultation so everyone can get 
the maximum enjoyment out of 
their new park.

To date, the Council has 
spent $427,000 implementing 
extensive work on the site, which 
commenced with the removal 
of 1800 tonnes of dumped 
construction debris. This was 
then followed by restoration and 
cleaning of 1.5ha of wetlands 
and waterways, planting of 3500 
native plants and restoration of 
23ha of degraded landscape.

Most recently, three kilometres 
of walking and cycling trails 

and a 50m boardwalk have been 
built. The Council continues to 
maintain the wetlands, keeping 
grass mown near homes and 
ensuring potential bushfire 
hazardous vegetation is removed.

“I recently held a Street Meet in 
the new dog off-leash area on 
Napper Road where I met with 
Seachange residents and other 
locals so they could discuss 
progress to date and future plans. 
In regards to the Wetlands, the 
majority of things that people 
wanted have been completed, but 
we still have some work to be 
done on the dog park. I encourage 
people to explore the Wetlands 
and welcome their feedback.”

A future project for the 
Conservation Area includes 
shaded seating along the 
paths, for resting and quiet 
contemplation. The park contains 

environmentally significant 
wetlands protected under 
State legislation and contains 
threatened species including the 
koala and white-bellied sea eagle.

The park has quickly become 
popular for short walks, bird 
watching, animal spotting 
and plant identification and 
gives people an opportunity 
to appreciate an ecologically 
significant area. The total 
Coombabah Lakelands 
Conservation Area protects more 
than 1200ha of wetland, Eucalypt 
forest, salt marsh and mangrove 
swamp habitat.

The Council is also studying the 
future potential for people to 
access Westfield Helensvale via 
the park trails. This will require 
funding for construction of a 
new bridge and also approval 
to link the paths through a new 
residential estate.

“Around 600 homes back 
onto the park area and 
it is important these 
residents are involved in 
the planning process,”  
Cr Owen-Jones said.

Division 2 Councillor William Owen-

Jones and residents at a street meet

Division 2 - C William Owen-Jones
Division 2 includes the suburbs of 
Helensvale, Monterey Keys, Oxenford, 
Studio Village and parts of Arundel and 
Upper Coomera.

Contact Details
P 07 5582 8555 
E division2@goldcoast.qld.gov.au



The Gold Coast’s

Skippy and co. enjoying the wetlands

Seachange Village Arundel residents, Arthur and Barbara Ramsay, love their 
home’s view over the community’s enormous 69ha ‘backyard’. 

The land, previously zoned for 
a golf course, was purchased 
by Gold Coast City Council in 
2013 and incorporated into the 
existing Coombabah Lakelands 
Conservation Area.

“When we first moved into 
Seachange five years ago we 
began to explore the bushland 
area that comes right to our 
back fence,” Barbara said. 

“At times we even had 
kangaroos hopping the fence 
into our yard. Since then the 
trees have grown and we have 
more of a forest view.

“Now the Council has finished 
the majority of work, the 
paths and boardwalks and 
Seachange’s new private access 
gate make it much easier to 
explore. I recently walked there 

with my daughter, who was 
amazed by the abundance of 
wild flowers and we even found 
a group of four kangaroos 
grazing around a pond. My 
husband and I love the birds 
most of all – there is a big gum 
tree close to us where birds 
of many varieties nest each 
season.”

The Ramsay’s are looking 
forward to walking the full 
three kilometre trail and really 
getting a better understanding 
of the area and its abundant 
wildlife.

They also love living at 
Seachange for its location and 
the great community spirit it 
offers and enjoy the company 
of their many new friends. 

“When we retired to the Gold 
Coast 18 years ago we should 
have moved to a village like 
Seachange,” Barbara said. “We 
previously lived at Runaway 
Bay and I could go to the shops 
and never see anyone I knew. 
Here I walk across the road to 
the shopping centre and can 
take an hour to get home as 
I run into so many people I 
know.”

Barbara is Quizmaster at the 
monthly Trivia Nights (which 
she started) and she and 
Arthur enjoy playing cards and 
armchair yoga and going on 
cruise holidays twice a year.

Arthur and Barbara Ramsay love walking 
in their enormous ‘backyard’.

 biggest backyard

Seachange 
Village Arundel

Napper R
d

Entrance to Wetlands



When the owner of Café Centro at Arundel Plaza 
became ill and decided to sell, Peter was so worried 
at losing the quality of his regular morning coffee 
that he came out of retirement to invest in the 
business: “I liked the cafe so much, I bought it.” 

Peter bought the café, despite never having worked 
in the food and beverage industry. Most baby 
boomers want an active retirement and are very 
receptive to learning new things. 

The percentage of Australians working beyond the 
traditional retirement age has almost doubled in the 
past decade.

“My wife, Noeleen and I moved to Seachange five 
years ago, after looking at 24 retirement villages 
up and down the coast. Our home at Broadbeach 
had become too large and I had developed a health 
issue, so we wanted to down size and find a village 
which featured security, camaraderie and the 
potential for a great social life,” Peter said.

“One of our priorities was to find a village with a 
nearby cafe where we could enjoy a good morning 
coffee and Arundel Plaza with Café Centro is just 
across the road from Seachange. This was just one 
of the many boxes that Seachange ticked in our 
search for a retirement village.”

Peter is also involved in many activities at 
Seachange. He co-ordinates the set-up of furniture 
and ushers for events held at the five star Country 
Club and is a past novice champion, pairs 
champion and consistently singles champion (open 
class) for the Seachange Lawn Bowls Club. He has 
also been champion twice for the club snooker title. 

“I liked the cafe so much,  
I bought the company”
The renowned quote by Remington owner,  
Victor Kiam “I liked the shaver so much, I bought 
the company”, has been given another meaning 
by Seachange Village resident Peter Misak who 
decided to purchase his local café!

The Seachange Website has received a make-over and 
includes the new Village at Emerald Lakes. The site is 
more user-friendly and features expanded photo galleries, 
news and a page for event registration. It is also designed 
for easy viewing on mobile phones and tablets.

New Seachange Website

 Why not take a look?  
Go to seachangegoldcoast.com.au



Alex McMahon Sales Manager

Limited numbers available! 
Register at seachangegoldcoast.com.au  
or Freecall 1800 652 797

Join our residents
for a free morning tea

I have been privileged to assume the 
role of Building Manager at Seachange 
from the beginning of May this year.

Seachange is a 
leading village 
for the over 50’s 
throughout the 
industry with 
many awards 

for both its concept, energy efficiency and overall 
philosophy.

My role is to continue the good work already 
established by the hard working management 
team, trades and suppliers, many of whom have 
been here since the inception.

I am a registered Queensland builder and have 
been in residential construction for over 40 years. 
A second generation builder, my family built 
homes on the Gold Coast from the late 70’s through 
to the late 90’s. In that time, both the Gold Coast, 
and the industry have seen many changes.

Over the past 14 years, I have been working in 
the volume building industry with companies 
like Metricon Homes, Clarendon Homes and 
others, who have taken production building in the 
residential sector to new levels of efficiency, quality 
and overall customer satisfaction, while providing 
innovation in design and construction technique.

The basics however, have not changed. My core 
value is the great Australian dream - to build and 
own your own home. As a customer’s builder of 
choice, I hold and deliver that dream to the best 
of my ability. That is also the core belief of the 
construction team at Seachange.

Currently, the team is completing stage six on 
the right hand side of the main entrance, with 
completion due late November. Work has also 
commenced on the Village Green pavilion and the 
surrounding residential area.

In a great positive change for the Gold Coast, the 
latest sales statistics from the June quarter from 
RP Data reveal home prices have finally recovered 
and the average selling time for people dropped 
another 13 days. 

It now means that when people want to sell their 
home they will be able to sell it in a short time 
frame and hopefully achieve a price they have 
been looking for. The new Gold Coast University 
Hospital and the G:link light rail are open and 
work is in full swing building infrastructure for 
the 2018 Commonwealth Games. All this has 
contributed to the improvement and prosperity of 
the region.

These factors have been the main driving force for 
many new Seachange residents making the move 
from Brisbane to the Gold Coast – instead of the 
Sunshine Coast.

Brisbane people are recognising how much 
the location and the fantastic community at 
Seachange have to offer. There is no other over 
50’s village that offers a location anchored by a 
major shopping centre across the road, plus Tavern 
and Medical Centre. Connections to a huge variety 
of services and amenities are also second to none, 
proving it is not only where you live but also how 
you live that helps create the best possible lifestyle 
for over 50’s.

Construction 
Update

Sales  
Update

Leo Botham Construction Manager



Social Club
Like-minded people sharing common interests 
and interacting on a daily basis at many levels to 
enrich each others’ lives is one of the benefits of 
community living.

The Seachange Social Club is 
an active group of volunteers 
under the steerage of resident 
Coordinators, Brian and Di 
Dawson, who arrange high 
quality shows, with attention 
given to professional artists; 
special events to support 
charities (residents for this 
year’s Cancer Appeal raised over 
$6,000) and other in-house and 
external tours and activities.

The program this year was 
extended to cater for the 
continued growth of residents 
and their varied interests with the 

majority of new events included 
as the result of suggestions from 
residents. Events are priced 
to break even or make a small 
profit, which is used to subsidise 
other events.

The popular Friday night Happy 
Hour also includes a light meal 
and dance music.

Shows held at the Seachange 
Theatre included Broadway to 
Popera, Connie Francis, The 
Chevrolets, The Lady & the 
Larrikin, The Lion’s Den and The 
Two Tenors.

Other events held over the past 
year have included a monthly 
resident breakfast; visits to shows 
held at the Gold Coast Art Centre 
and QPAC in Brisbane and 
external tours to special events 
such as the Toowoomba Carnival 
of Flowers, Lavender Farm, 
Tropical Fruit World, Whale 
Watch and Skywalk.

In-house events featured 
functions ranging from 
Christmas in July, to Melbourne 
Cup, Oktoberfest and State of 
Origin nights.

Brian and Di Dawson

Shop Name  Phone
Adora Nails 5563 3883
Alpha-H Nails 5563 2996
Amcal Pharmacy  5571 5565
Arundel Bottle Shop 5594 9350
Arundel Veterinary Clinic 5594 0533
Arundel Chinese Restaurant 5594 6616
Arundel Seafoods 5594 0749
Arundel Pizza 5574 6698
Arundel Meats 5594 7500
Arundel Plaza News 5574 6886
Arundel Tavern 5574 4854 
Bakers Delight 5594 7988
Be Dental 5563 3133
Cafe Centro 5594 6124

Casbah Fashion 5594 0095
Coles Supermarket 5574 6555
Cool Sushi 5563 3119
FreeChoice Tobacconist 5563 1798
Fruit & Veg 4 U 5563 2888 
Health First Medical Centre 5574 5144
Joshua Thomas Fashion 0499 428 199
Mortgage Choice 5594 6746
Network Video 5574 6621
Prestige Dry Cleaning 5574 6439
QML Pathology 5563 3564
Ray White Real Estate 5574 6766
Red Mo Barber 5571 7150
Specsavers 5563 3937
Super Saver 5574 5251

United Hair Artists 5594 6556
Yes Massage 0416 036 115
24/7 Stepz Fitness 1300 783 792
ATM’s: Suncorp, Commonwealth Bank, 
ANZ, Westpac

Arundel Plaza Shopping Centre Directory

No Exit FeesNo Stamp DutySecure LivingPet FriendlyNo Renters

Welcome Centre open 7 days, 9am-5pm 
299 Napper Road, Arundel, Gold Coast

 Freecall 1800 652 797 
 seachangegoldcoast.com.au

Winner - Special Purpose Housing Award 2013
Voted Qld’s Best Senior Living 2011 UDIA

Voted Best Residential Lifestyle Resort 2010 HIA


